Haemoptysis and bronchial artery embolization in children.
Haemoptysis varies in significance from trivial to fatal. The most common causes in children are tuberculosis, fungal infections and bronchiectasis of any cause. In populations of European origin, cystic fibrosis is the most common predisposing factor. Chronic or life-threatening haemoptysis requires further investigation. Various forms of treatment are possible, and management is optimized when a multidisciplinary team is available. Bronchial artery embolization (BAE) is effective in controlling haemoptysis in most cases, although recurrent bleeding is not uncommon. BAE is often technically challenging, however, and requires angiographic skills that are not always available in children's hospitals. Although the procedure is usually regarded as relatively safe, complications are not uncommon and may be severe or even fatal.